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seeing the big picture
Betsy Bracken isn’t about to let modest square footage stop her  
from living large. Learn her tricks for tapping any home’s potential.
by sally finder weepie | photos david tsay | produced by eddie ross

10 THINGS TO LOVE ABOUT
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1 LET IT FLOW  
A tight palette 

and repetition of 
materials create a 
comfortable, easy 
flow that’s important 
in a small space. 
Think cohesively, 
but throw in a few 
surprises, such as the 
orange tray, to avoid a 
matchy-matchy look.

2 SWATCH AND 
LEARN 

Think small-house 
palette and you 
probably think airy, 
space-expanding 
white. Betsy doesn’t 
stop there: Soft 
greens connect inside 
and out, and bursts 
of vibrant color add a 
happy zing.

                                                                   Just don’t be short on 
creativity—or skinny margaritas. That’s Betsy Bracken’s advice. 
When she moved into a sweet little cottage in Cardiff-by-the-Sea, 
California, Betsy brought along smart strategies to make it feel 
just right. The biggest game-changer: Think outside the house.

“Having an outdoor living space is a whole new world for me—
and for my dog,” former condo-dweller Betsy says with a laugh. 
But she wasn’t about to settle for a patch of patio separate from 
the house. Instead, she let nature come in and gatherings flow 
out by trading the picture window in her living room for folding 
glass doors. They open to a new deck that connects to the patio, 
upgraded with a table and chairs into an alfresco dining spot.

Inside, Betsy added storage for great function and meaningful 
decor for rich character. She picked up some of the pieces at flea 
markets and on buying trips for her home decor and lifestyle store, 
Bixby & Ball. Others are inherited gems. “My place is full of my 
favorite things,” Betsy says. 

IT’S OK TO BE 
SHORT ON SPACE. 

GARDEN SPOT
Potted plants 
can move 
outside 
for instant 
tabletop decor.
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1,700 sq. ft. 

Home base for one  
designer, one big dog, and 

lots of indoor-outdoor  
get-togethers.
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3 DEMAND MORE  
IKEA cabinets, 

above and opposite, 
pack a lot of storage 
into not a lot of space. 
Betsy also sings the 
praises of expandable 
furniture pieces, like 
the kitchen table, 
which unfolds to 
seat six.

4 KICK UP THE 
CURB APPEAL  

Little design details 
add big style: A 
charming fence and 
swath of plantings 
separate the curb 
and house, right. A 
flagstone path defines 
the entrance; a small 
dormer adds stature.

GO DUTCH
Here’s a 
breath of 
fresh air for 
a modest 
kitchen.



MESH PERFECTLY 
TV components 
hide behind metal 
screens. The 
remote still works!

FAMILY TREE
Being part of 
the Ball family 
means Betsy has 
some primo jars 
to display.

5 PICTURE YOUR 
ESCAPE  

Betsy replaced the 
living room window 
with accordion doors, 
left. “The space feels 
much bigger now,” 
she says. A glass 
coffee table and leggy 
furniture keep things 
airy; colorful fabrics 
pump up the pretty.

6 LIGHTEN UP  
Painting the 

living room built-in 
white, below left, 
makes it blend into 
the wall. The fireplace 
surround, below, once 
a dark granite, is now 
gray limestone.

7 TELL YOUR STORY  
“I want pieces 

in my home that 
are meaningful,” 
says Betsy, great-
granddaughter of 
a Ball jar company 
founder. She has both 
a killer collection 
of jars and great 
memories of the 
annual family reunion 
in Leland, Michigan. 
“I’ve never missed 
a summer in my 
35 years,” she says. 
Her mom’s side of the 
family “lives” with her, 
too: Betsy inherited 
the brass shell table, 
left, from her other set 
of grandparents.
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“Be intentional and 
thoughtful with 
every furniture and 
decor choice. IN A 
SMALL SPACE, 
everything should 
have a purpose and 
be functional or 
meaningful to you.”
     Betsy Bracken

8 SPLURGE  
(A LITTLE)  

Betsy’s big splurge 
was a powder-coated 
metal shower door 
in her bath, left. It’s 
custom, but the wow 
look of old factory 
windows was worth 
it, especially because 
you can see into the 
bath from anywhere 
in the small house.

9 STAY FOCUSED 
In the bedroom, 

above, a modern 
metal canopy frame 
is a functional focal 
point. It draws the 
eye up and around 
the room without 
blocking sight lines or 
adding a lot of  
visual clutter.

Dover White 6285 
Sherwin-Williams

TUCK IN 
FUNCTION
The little ledge 
takes no floor 
space but adds 
surface area.
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MAXIMIZE SPACE
Watch our videos to uncover the secrets 
to living large in your small space.  
BHG.com/SmallHome



10 SHOWCASE 
ART 

A picture rail that 
runs through 
the house adds 
architectural interest 
and allows Betsy 
to easily hang her 
art. The geranium 
painting over the 
bar cart was a $20 
flea market find. n

“I don’t have many 
square inches in my 
house, but I LOVE 
EVERY ONE of them.”
   Betsy Bracken

PARTY ON 
WHEELS
A well-stocked bar 
cart means Betsy 
is always ready 
for an impromptu 
gathering.

home | 10 things

For complete buying information: BHG.com/Resources
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